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Demand for highly educated workers 

will exceed supply by 2030 

1 

33.0 

38.4 

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

Less than high
school

High school
graduate

Some college Associate's
degree

Bachelor's
degree or more

Sh
ar

e 
(%

) 
o

f 
al

l w
o

rk
er

s 

Supply

Demand



Our economic projections are 

consistent with long-term trends 
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Job growth has been strongest for 

occupations that rely on college graduates 
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College graduates have relatively high 

wages 
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In each of 51 occupational groupings, 

college graduates earn more 
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Net lifetime payoff of college is 

enormous, regardless of major 

Lifetime wage difference between college graduates 
and high school graduates 
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California’s population is aging 
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Generational progress in higher 

education has stalled in California 
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Percent of younger and older adults with at least a bachelor’s degree 
OECD Countries and California, 2014 
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Generational progress in higher 

education has stalled in California 
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Percent of younger and older adults with at least a bachelor’s degree 
OECD Countries and California, 2014 
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Too few students complete college 
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To close the gap, California will have to increase the 

number of bachelor’s degrees awarded each year 
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Notes on the use of these slides 
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These slides were created to accompany a presentation.  
They do not include full documentation of sources, data samples, 
methods, and interpretations. To avoid misinterpretations, please 
contact: 

 

Hans Johnson 415-291-4460 
 

Thank you for your interest in this work. 
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Extra slides follow 
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College graduates have fared best through the 

recession and recovery  
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Eligibility levels have not changed in 50 

years, but the economy is very different 
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